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“Drawing on the heritage of Schumacher’s Small Is 
Beautiful, Fleming’s beautifully-written and nourish-
ing vision of a post-growth economics grounded in 
human-scale culture and community—rather than big 
finance—is both inspiring and ever more topical.”

–Caroline Lucas MP, former leader, Green Party 
of England and Wales; former Member of the 

European Parliament

JONATHON PORRIT T  co-chaired the Green Party from 
1980-83, and acted as the director of Friends of the Earth 
from 1984-1990. In 1996 he co-founded Forum for the Fu-
ture and was Chair of the UK’s Sustainable Development 
Commission from 2000-2009, receiving a CBE for services 
to environmental protection. He has written eight books, 
including Capitalism As If The World Matters (2007) and 
The World We Made (2013). He first met David Fleming in 
1977, and as ‘David and Jonathon’ they set out to articu-
late green politics in ways that might set the world alight. 
He is still trying.

SHAUN CHAMBERLIN is the editor of his late friend 
David Fleming’s posthumous book Lean Logic: A Dictio-
nary for the Future and How to Survive It, and the pa-
perback version Surviving the Future.  Shaun has been 
involved with the Transition Network since its inception, 
co-founding Transition Town Kingston and authoring 
the movement’s second book, The Transition Timeline 
(2009), and has since contributed to more than ten other 

books.  He has also served as chair of the Ecological Land 
Co-operative, director of the campaigning organisation 
Global Justice Now and advisor to the UK Department of 
Energy and Climate Change.

DAVID FLEMING  (1940-2010) was a visionary thinker 
and writer who played significant roles in the genesis of 
the UK Green Party, the Transition Towns movement, 
and the New Economics Foundation, as well as chairing 
the Soil Association. He was also one of the early whistle-
blowers on oil depletion and designer of the influential 
TEQs carbon/energy rationing system. Fleming read 
Modern History at Trinity College, Oxford, and later 
earned an MBA and then an MSc and PhD in economics 
(in 1988). These enabled him to better engage with and 
confound the mainstream, in support of his true passion 
and genius: understanding that diverse and mysterious 
thing “community.” His Lean Logic: A Dictionary 
for the Future and How to Survive It was the work of 
over thirty years.
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COULD BREXIT LEAD to the REDISCOVERY OF 
CULTURE GROUNDED in PLACE?


